Colorado Conference Guidelines for New Chapter and Revived Chapter Leadership (current as of 2025)
The following notes are intended as helpful advice for those faculty engaged in new chapter formation or the revitalization of chapters that have become dormant over time.
1.  Resources:
a. AAUP website:  www.aaup.org
b. AAUP membership information:  Join | AAUP
c. Colorado Conference website:  www.coloradoaaup.org
d. Colorado Conference constitution and documents:  Conference Documents – The Colorado AAUP
e. Colorado Conference Newsletter (AAUP Alert): Newsletters – The Colorado AAUP
2. Practical Actions for New Chapter Leadership
a. Ascertain number of current AAUP dues paying members at your institution and reach out to them (email addresses and updated chapter lists may be obtained by contacting Colorado Conference leadership (Aaron Schneider and Stephen Mumme—emails pasted below).
i. Know that AAUP accepts adjunct faculty, retired faculty, graduate students, and college staff as members. 
b. Organize initial and follow-up proto-chapter meetings to select leadership, develop chapter bylaws, and establish a mailing list or means of intra-chapter communication.
c. Notify and provide bylaws and new chapter officer list to national AAUP (website:  organizing@aaup.org).
d. Chapter presidents are automatically members of the Colorado Conference Executive Committee.  Please plan on attending Spring and Fall meetings (March and October).
e. Reach out to Colorado Conference leadership for additional support in chapter formation.
3. Practical Actions for efforts to revitalize lapsed or dormant AAUP chapters.
a. Review actions a-d above for relevance to your chapter.
b. Determine whether your chapter is still recognized by national AAUP and, if so, what existing bylaws are. Reach out to Colorado Conference leaders if in doubt. 
c.  If chapter bylaws are outdated or in need of alteration, organize a chapter meeting to revise bylaws and elect new leadership.  
d. Try to reach out to any previous chapter leaders or past active members for information they may have concerning past chapter activities and challenges.  If that fails, contact Colorado Conference leadership for information they may have on past chapter activity and leadership.
4. Consult the AAUP Red Book, a repository of information and official positions and insights into core values of the AAUP. 
a. A copy can be obtained from the CO Conference of the AAUP or by direct order
b. Most of it can be obtained, along with commentary and examples, in searches for keywords on the AAUP website, such as “shared governance”. 
5. Colorado Conference Contacts:  Aaron Schneider (Denver University).  Email:  aaron_schneider@hotmail.com; Stephen Mumme (Colorado State U. Fort Collins).  Email: stephen.mumme@colostate.edu
--END--
